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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze word usage i.e. taboo words in the movie 
The Wolf of Wall Street and this study uses the approach through 
Sociolinguistics. The  film is 3 hours  long and has  found 34 words containing 
taboos. This research was conducted to identify the taboo words and its types. 
This study applies qualitative methods to describe the conditions in a film. Data 
in form speech is spoken, while the data context is from the video of the movie 
of The Wolf  of  Wall Street . The  data  are  collected by selecting a dialog that 
contains taboo words  after  watching  and using the transcript  of the film as 
additional reference. The writers focus on the dialogue spoken by all characters 
in the film which contain taboo words. The results of this study are as follows. 
First, the found taboo words can be divided into three, namely  (1) banned  
behavior, (2) banned topics and (3) banned terms. Second, the type of the taboo 
words can be divided into four types:  (1) epithets are  found seven times, (2) 
profanity are  found six times, (3) vulgar are  found ten times, and the last (4)  
obscenity are found eleven times. 
Key words: Sociolinguistic, Taboo Words, Taboo Types.

A. INTRODUCTION

Language is important in life 

since in a long time ago. Language 

has symbol, style, word, or even 

through movement. Language does 

not only about writing or speaking, 

but also about reading, listening. 

Language can be expressed through 
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body, book, music, etc. Language 

ability is very worthy in life because  

language is the base to build 

communication.

    In today life, language becomes 

more important, because we cannot 

communicate each other without one. 

One of the languages is English. 

English has become an important 

popular language for international 

communication and people always 

call it as an international language. 

     Language is an effective tool to 

make relationship and network. 

Language is a signaling system which 

operates with symbolic vocal sounds 

and used by a group of people for the 

purpose of communication. Social 

interactions either daily 

communication are constantly liked 

to other through language. 

Obviously, language plays an 

important role in human life together.

         From this perspective, language 

is where social organization are 

produced and disputed. At the same 

time, people’s cultural identities come 

into existence.  In effect, language 

constitutes realities and identities. 

There  are  many  kinds  of 

non-standard  languages  and  

cultural  identities that  build  by  

language;  one  of  non-standard  and  

cultural  identities  language  is taboo 

words. 

     The  statement  above  does  not  

definitely  agree  with  phenomena  in  

The Wolf  Of Wall Street  movie.  In  

this  movie,  the  researcher  finds  

many  taboo  words  which  are  used  

by  the  characters. 

     Therefore, the researchers would 

like to identify the taboo words in 

The Wolf of Wall Street  movie. It is 

often assumed that the majority of 

people who regularly use taboo 

words come from a lower 

socioeconomic status or a lower 

education level. However, these 

assumptions are often incorrect. For 

example, it can be regularly observed 

that people with higher or average 

level of education also use taboo 

words in various social situations and 

interactions. Based on the writers’ 

observations, The Wolf of Wall Street 

movie is one of many movies that can 

be examined through this research in 

terms of Taboo Words.  Moreover,  it 

is interesting to analyze.
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       The analyzing of taboo words in 

movie need some questions to build 

core of discussions that is why the 

writers need to formulate the problem 

referring to the background, the 

writers formulate the problem into 

questions as follow: 

1. What are the taboo words found 

in The Wolf Of Wall Street movie 

directed by Martin Scorsese?

2. What taboo words types are 

found in The Wolf of Wall Street  

movie directed by Martin 

Scorsese?

    Sociolinguists are interested in 

how we speak differently in varying 

social contexts, and how we may also 

use specific functions of language to 

convey social meaning or aspects of 

our identity. Sociolinguistics teaches 

us about real-life attitudes and social 

situations

         According to Putra & Inggris 

(Putra & Inggris, 2016)” 

Sociolinguistics is a branch of 

linguistics. It is the descriptive study 

of the effect of any and all aspects of 

society, including cultural norms, 

expectations, and context, on the way 

language is used”. It means that 

sociolinguistic is a branch of linguistic 

that studies the reaction between 

language and society, such as dialect, 

gender differences, or sociolinguistic. 

According to Wardhaugh 

(Wardhaugh, 2013) “Sociolinguistics 

is the study of our everyday lives – 

how language works in our casual 

conversations and the media that we 

are exposed to, and the presence of 

societal norms, policies, and laws 

which address language”. It means 

sociolinguistic discusses about how 

people speak different social 

situations.

         On other hand Trimastuti 

(Trimastuti, 2017) says the 

“sociolinguists aims to move towards  

a theory which provides a motivated 

account of the way language is used 

in a community, and of the choices 

people make when they use 

language.” It means that 

sociolinguistic is a study of language 

variety on and that the purpose of 

such study is to find out what 

variation tell us about language and 

speakers.

    It can be concluded sociolinguistic 

is a study the relationship between 

language and society. In this case, 

some of social groups use special 
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terms want to show about identity, 

power, gender, and politeness.

While taboo words are a wide 

phenomenon across the world and it 

has become very sensitive that the 

word taboo itself is a taboo. Words 

or sentences, even some topics, have 

at the moment become very sensitive 

to talk about that they have become 

taboos. Someone who ever used the 

expression like “You’re suck” 

whether to humiliate the interlocutor 

or even to tell the truth are used 

taboo. Taboos arise out of social 

constraints on the individual’s 

behavior where it can cause 

discomfort, harm or injury.

      According to Wardhaugh in 

Afrilia (Afrilia, 2016) “taboo is 

associated with cultural meanings 

expressed in language.” It means 

taboo is related with culture. 

Wardaugh also states that there are 

some kinds of taboo, which are 

related to mother in law, animal, sex, 

death, excretion, bodily function, 

religion.

     According to Race (Race, 2017) 

“taboo words are often described as 

unpleasant or ugly- sounding and 

why they are miscalled dirty words.” 

It means sometimes taboo words 

could be unpleasant for some people 

and mistaken as dirty words. 

     Based on experts above, the 

writters have concluded that taboo is 

the sense of prohibition for not doing 

something. If there is an act of 

mentioning the language about 

something, it will apply that will 

make something less pleasant.. The 

prohibition of this mention generally 

applies to certain circumstances.

   Taboo also has some types. 

According to Allan and Burridge as 

quoted by Hashemian 

(Hashemian,2014) expressed that 

“taboos arise out of social constraints 

on the individual’s behavior where it 

can cause discomfort, harm or injury”

1. Bodies and their effluvia 

2. The organs and acts of sex 

3. Diseases, death and killing, 

physical and mental handicap

4. Religion and church, naming and 

addressing sacred persons, beings, 

objects and places

 5. Food gathering, preparation and 

consumption
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6. Prostitution, narcotics, and 

criminal activity.

     According to Batistella in Anggita 

(Anggita, 2015) identifies four types 

of taboo as follows:

1. Epithets is characterized by the 

existence of several types of slurs and 

usually connected to race, ethnicity, 

gender, sexuality, one’s appearance, 

and disabilities such as Nigger, bitch, 

wop, motherfucker, midget, gimp, 

and retard. 

2. Profanity can be categorized as 

religious cursing because it usually 

includes the foul-mouthed use of 

what is considered to be sacred.  The 

words that belong to this type are 

Blast, Christ, Gosh, Jess, Jesus 

Christ, Goddamn, Hell, and Damn.

 3. Vulgarity refers especially to 

words or expressions that contain 

sexual anatomy and excretory 

function in a rough manner. The 

words that belong to this type are 

such as ass, tit, cock, dick, cunt, 

prick and balls. 

4. Obscenity is defined as words or 

expressions involves sex 

differentiating anatomy or sexual and 

excretory function that usually 

uttered in rough manner. For 

example: piss, crap, fart, shit, fuck, 

Bastard, and wank.

     According to Saville Troike in 

Michael & Ph  (Michael & Ph, 2017) 

identifies three types of taboo as 

follows: 

1. Taboos Related to Decorum

This type of taboo has to do with 

avoiding terms considered 

obscene for moral reasons. It 

refers to body parts, body 

functions, and sex. For example 

the words penis can be replaced 

by dick or cock. 

2. Taboos Associated With Respect

This type of taboo includes the 

avoidance of direct reference to 

the name of a ruler, a husband, 

the aged, mother-in-laws, or 

silence in their presence. 

3. Interlingua Taboos

This type of taboo includes 

where an acceptable word in one 

language sounds like one which 

is taboo in another.

    According to Race (Race, 2017)  

based on psycho motivation, taboo 

words divided as three types.”

a. Taboo of Fear 
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Taboo of fear is something 

that has a power and have 

something scary and believed 

can haunt someone’s life. 

Using some names of God, 

sacred things, and some 

malediction words are types 

of taboo of fear. For example 

“go to the hell, die, and 

damn”

b. Taboo of Delicacy.

This taboo contain about 

some types of words which 

make bad feeling in 

someone’s thinking and make 

other become embarrassed 

because this kind of taboo. 

This taboo uses some name of 

disease, weakness, and a lot 

of disgusted things from 

human bodies. For example 

taboo of delicacy in the 

movie: blind, gooks, shit.

c. Taboo of Propriety 

These types of taboo related with 

gender, some parts of body and other 

insulting words that rude or 

forbidden to say. For example people 

usually say Fuck, tits, and balls. Not 

only that this kind of taboo use some 

rude word like name of animals like 

bitch. This is a kind of taboo that has 

so rude power.

From the above theories, we 

can conclude each type by 

characterizing following (1) Taboo  is 

something scary, deals with 

supernatural and is believed can haunt 

someone; (2) Taboo of delicacy is 

something uncomfortable, relating to 

human endeavor to avoid direct 

performances to unpleasant things; 

(3) Taboo of property is something 

inappropriate related some parts of 

body and other insulting words that 

rude forbidden says.

Nowadays, people like to watch 

movies. Movie is a tool to deliver a 

message or tell a story. Sometimes 

people watch movie as entertainment 

and stress reliever. Movie has many 

genres, such as horror, thriller, 

comedy, romance, action, fantasy, 

sci-fi, etc. People can choose the 

genre that they like. Movies can be 

adapted from books,  comics, or even 

daily life. Below are the supporting 

theories about movie.

     According to Putra & Inggris  

(Putra & Inggris, 2016) “Movie can 

be stated as a product of the human 

culture that often has a message and 

value which is very important to be 

both analyzed and studied in order to 

attain a greater knowledge.” It means 
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movie can be used to deliver a 

message that can be analyzed to gain 

more knowledge.

According to Magasic 

(Magasic, 2015) “The benefit of films 

for English learning has been 

theorized to relate to the way in 

which the medium provides a rich, 

multimodal environment of both 

audio and visual information.” It 

means films can be used as a media to 

learn English, to improve the ability 

in hearing and to get a lot of 

vocabularies.

Based the explanation above, the 

writers have conclude that movies is 

a media to tell a story, deliver a 

message, entertainment that usually 

tell about story. From the movies 

people can learn through the message 

that contained in the story.

B. RESEARCH METHOD

In doing this study investigation, the 

writers use research method and 

some procedures to complete.

1. Research Method

This study uses descriptive 

qualitative method. Descriptive 

qualitative method of study is applied 

since it is the most ideal one.  

2. Time and Place

This study doesn’t require any special 

place to be conducted since it is a 

library research. The writers do not 

need particular place to observe the 

data. Furthermore, this study takes 

enough time or could be said only 

needs 6 months to be conducted.

3. Object/Data Source

The data related to this study is 

collected from the movie The Wolf of 

Wall Street. 

4. Data Collection Technique

The main data of this study was taken 

from the movie ‘The Wolf of Wall 

Street’ directed by Martin Scorsese in 

2013. The data are in the form of 

dialogues of characters that related to 

taboo words. The writers collected 

data by doing library research. 

Second the writers watched the 

movie carefully and pay attention to 

the source. Then the taboo words 

that are identified in the dialogue are 

collected.

5. Data Analysis Method

In analyzing the data, the writers 

analyze the data of taboo words by 

using theory as Lovihandrie et al 

(Lovihandrie, Mujiyanto, & Sutopo, 

2018) and analyze taboo types by 

using the types given by Batistella as 

quote (Anggita, 2015)

6. Research Instrument
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  Below are the research questions:

1. What kinds of trauma are 

experienced by the main 

character Joy?

2. What are the symptoms of 

trauma that experienced by Joy?

To answer the above questions, this 

study uses the theory of Briere and 

Scott (2016) to identify the types of 

trauma (table 1). To know the 

symptoms of trauma (table 2), this 

study uses the theory of Jaffe, Segal 

and Dumke (2016). 

 What are the taboo words found in 

The Wolf Of Wall Street movie 

directed by Martin Scorsese?

 What taboo words types are found 

in The Wolf of Wall Street  movie 

directed by Martin Scorsese?

C. RESULT AND DISSCUSION

In this section, the writers are 

going to analyze the taboo words in 

The Wolf Wall Of Street  movie, along 

with found, type and most common of 

the taboo words. The theory that the 

writers used in this chapter is theory 

from (loviehandrie,mujiyanto,& 

sutopo). 

The writers analyze all the 

taboo words found in The Wolf Wall 

Of Street movie in order to find out the 

types of taboo words and the reason 

why the characters are using taboo 

words. The writers analyze the taboo 

word used the theory as shown in 

before.

Taboo Words Found in The Wolf 

Wall Of Street Movie

     In this research, there are thirty four 

taboo words found. The following data 

are found based on characteristic and 

explanation given by Lovihandrie et al.

Banned topic

     There are data that found as taboo 

words banned behavior. Here they are:

Data 1 

Cock (00.02.28)

Jordan: “she was the one with my cock 

in her mouth in the Ferrari.”

This data identified as banned topic, 

because a character said cock the word 

cock means a men’s penis.

Data 2

Cocksucker (00.01.26)

Jordan: “Twenty five grand to the first 

cocksucker to nail a bull’s eye.”
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This data identified as banned topic 

because a character said cocksucker. 

The words cocksucker means someone 

who performs fellatio, a very annoying 

or objectionable person.

Data 3 

Jerk off (00.11.19)

Mark Hanna: “First of all, you gotta 

stay relaxed.”

Jordan: “yeah.”

Mark Hanna: “Do you jerk off?”

This data identified as banned topic 

because a character said jerk off.  The 

words jerk off means to masturbate. 

Because jerk off having to do with 

masturbation somewhat vulgar or 

obnoxious stupid, contemptible

Data 4 

Fuck hookers (00.02.52)

Jordan: “I fuck hookers  maybe five, 

six time a week.”

This identified as banned topic because 

the character said fucking hookers the 

worlds fuck hookers means a prostitute 

or woman who has sex for money.

Data 5

Blowjob (00.19.32)

Jordan: “50%?”

Dwayne: “Yup”

Jordan: And so if I sell a stock at $ 

10.000 my commissions is $ 5.000 

buck?”

Dwayne: “If you sell $ 10.000 worth of 

this stock, I will personality give you 

blowjob for free and I hope happens.”

This data identified as banned topic 

because a character said blowjob.  The 

words blowjobs means an act of 

fellatio, involving oral sex a man, or 

sucking a penis or other phallic object 

(such as a dildo)

Data 6

Prostitution (00.47.08)

Max: “What the fuck is EJ 

entertainment?”

Jordan: “Well that’s uh.....”

Donnie: “Yeah, Jordy what’s EJ 

entertainment?”

Max: “It’s fucking prostitution ring, 

Jordy!”

Jordan: “I know.”

Max: “That’s what it is!”

This data to identify as banned topic 

because a character said prostitution. 

The words prostitution means a person 

who has sex with someone for money

Data 7
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Donnie: “You know one of these 

assholes fuck my cousin, so you know, 

I used the cousin thing.”

(In the bar. 00.24.41)

This data to identify as banned topic 

because a character said assholes the 

words assholes means a anus. 

Data 8

Jordan: “It was the only way these 

Wall Street pricks would ever stop 

thinking of us as some shit-kicker 

bucket shop”

(In the ballroom hotel. 00.50.59)

This data to identify as banned topic, 

because shit-kickers is way to call 

someone crazy or maniac. In this 

dialogue Jordan said Donnie 

shit-kickers drugs. The category of 

taboo words from the excerpt above is 

banned topic because is existence of 

slur.

Data 9 

Mrs. Jordan: “You get out the fucking 

car!”

Jordan: “Jesust christ”

Mrs. Jordan: “Son of bitch oh,,, 

fuck!”

Jordan: “Relax, sweetheart. Relax”

Mrs. Jordan: “Son of fucking bitch!”

Jordan: “Okay,, okay geez!”

(In the lobby hotel Jordan car. 

01.00.30)

This data identified banned topic, 

because in this dialogue his Jordan’s 

wife said son of bitch to Naomi, which 

this meaning is someone who has done 

something bad, displeasing or 

angering. The category of taboo words 

from the excerpt above is banned topic 

because is existence of slur.

Banned terms 

There are 6 data found as taboo words 

of banned terms. Here they are:

Data 1

Cocksucker (00.01.26)

Jordan: “Twenty five grand to the first 

cocksucker to nail a bull’s eye.”

This data identified as banned behavior 

because a character said cocksucker. 

The words cocksucker means someone 

who performs fellatio, a very annoying 

or objectionable person.

Data 2

Cock (00.02.28)

Jordan: “she was the one with my cock 

in her mouth in the Ferrari.”
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This data identified as banned 

behavior, and banned term because a 

character said cock the word cock it 

means a men’s penis. 

Data 3

Mother fucker (00.07.19)

Employee: “You mother fuck, you 

can’t get any at 44, pick up the cock 

sucking phone! “

Jordan: “Sorry “

This data identified as banned terms 

because the character said 

motherfucker. The words mother fuck 

means a person or thing, especially an 

exasperating or unpleasant one 

anything you must put next to 

goddamn. Motherfucker used to 

describe someone or something which 

is horrible descale or hated.

Data 4

Son of bitch (01.00.30)

Mrs. Jordan: “You get out the fucking 

car!”

Jordan: “Jesus Christ”

Mrs. Jordan: “Son of bitch oh,,, 

fuck!”

Jordan: “Relax, sweetheart. Relax”

Mrs. Jordan: “Son of fucking bitch!”

Jordan: “Okay,, okay geez!”

This data identified as banned term 

because the character said son of 

bitch. The words son of bitch mean 

used to describe someone who to 

express frustration and anger. 

Data 5 

Hookers (00.48.01)

Max: “What kind of hookers takes 

credit cards?”

Donnie: “A rich one”

Jordan: “At Stratton, there were three 

kinds of hookers. The blue chips, top 

of the line, model material. They coast  

between $ 300 and $ 500.”

This data identified as banned term 

because the character said hookers. 

The words hookers mean women who 

have sex for money.

Types of Taboo Words The Wolf 

Wall Of Street.

     In this part, the writers are going to 

categorize the taboo words which were 

spoken by the characters in The Wolf 

Wall Of Street  by the types. There are 

four types of taboo words based on 

theory of types of taboo by Batistella 

in Anggita (2017).  In this research, the 

writer found all types of taboo word 
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(epithets, profanity, vulgar, obscenity). 

Below are the details of taboo types.

a. Epithets

     Epithet is a descriptive literary 

device that describes a place, a thing, 

or a person in such a way that it helps 

in making its characteristics more 

prominent than they actually are. There 

are various types of words or 

expressions that contain racial slurs, 

ethnic slurs, gender slurs, sexual slurs, 

or one’s appearance slurs.

Data 8

Employee: “You mother fucker, you 

can’t get any 44, pick up the cock 

sucking phone!” (00.07.19)

Jordan: “Sorry”

These taboo words are identified as 

epithets, because mother fucker is 

way to call a person or thing 

exasperating or unpleasant one often 

shortened to mother. In this dialogue 

employee call a Jordan to pick up the 

phone

Data 24

Max: “What kind of hookers takes 

credit cards?”

Donnie: “A rich one”

Jordan: “At Stratton, there were three 

kinds of hookers. The blue chips, top 

of the line, model material. They coast  

between $ 300 and $ 500.”

(In the Jordan workroom. 00.48.01)

This taboo words to identify as 

epithets, because hookers is way to 

call someone who exchanges sex for 

money. In this dialogue he dad asks to 

Jordan about hooker get a credit card.

Data 21

Jordan: “It was the only way these 

Wall Street pricks would ever stop 

thinking of us as some shit-kicker 

bucket shop”

(In the ballroom hotel. 00.50.59)

This taboo words to identify as 

epithets, because shit-kickers is way 

to call someone crazy or maniac. In 

this dialogue Jordan said Donnie 

shit-kickers drugs. The category of 

taboo words from the excerpt above is 

epithet because is existence of slur.

Data 26

Mrs. Jordan: “You get out the fucking 

car!”

Jordan: “Jesus Christ”

Mrs. Jordan: “Son of bitch oh,,, 

fuck!”

Jordan: “Relax, sweetheart. Relax”

Mrs. Jordan: “Son of fucking bitch!”
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Jordan         : “Okay,, okay geez!”

(In the lobby hotel Jordan car. 

01.00.30)

This taboo word is identified as types 

of epithets, because in this dialogue his 

Jordan’s wife said son of bitch to 

Naomi, which this meaning is someone 

who has done something bad, 

displeasing or angering. The category 

of taboo words from the excerpt above 

is epithet because is existence of slur.

Data 27

Denham: “You know Jordan, I’ll you 

something most of the Wall Street 

jackasses that i bust, they’re to the 

manor born.

Jordan: “Is that right.”

Denham: “Yeah, their father is douche 

bags, just like their father before them. 

But you, you, you Jordan you got this 

way all an own.”

Jordan: “Did I?”

Denham: “Good for you! Hey man.”

(In the boat Naomi. 01.36.23)

This taboo words identified as types of 

epithets, because jackasses  is a person 

who is stuppid, foolish or offensive or 

a male donkey. In this dialogue 

Denham telling to jordan  that the 

person in wall street is a fool. The 

category of taboo words from the  

excerpt  above  is  epithet because  is  

existence  of  slur.

Data 34 

Jordan: “I got news for you. You’re 

not fucking talking my children, you 

vicious fucking cunt, you! Fuck you! 

You fucking bitch!! You’re not 

fucking talking my goddamn fucking 

kids!”

(In the bedroom. 02.41.52)

This taboo words identified as types of 

epithets, because bitch is way call a 

spiteful woman. In this dialogue Jordan 

calling a Naomi bitch. The category of 

taboo words from the  excerpt  above  

is  epithet because  is  existence  of  

slur.

b. Profanity 

     Profanity the   employment   of   

religious   expressions   and   

terminology   in

secular   way   without   aiming   to   

vilify   God   or   anything   associated   

with

religion.  Some  taboo  words  which  

are  categorized  as  profanity.

Data 11
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Mark Hanna: “Holy.”

(In the L. F. Rothschild restaurant. 

00.15.31)

This taboo words to identified as types 

profinity, because holy of a person 

devoted to the service of God. In the 

dialogue mark hanna said holy for 

Data  13

Jordan: “What doing here?”

Dwayne: “Oh sort of “

Jordan: “Sort of ? Jesus Christ the 

speard on this hige?”

Dwayne: “Yeah an that’s the point, 

that what your name?”

Jordan: “Mine, Jordan Belfort.”

(In the Dwayne office. 00.18.59)

This taboo words to identified as types 

profinity, because Jesus chirst is an 

expression of suprise, schock. Some 

people might consider this use. In this 

dialogue Jordan a shock with dwayne 

answer.

Data  22

Max: “Who the fuck has goddamn gall 

to call this house on Tuesday night? 

Goddamn it !”

Max’s wife: “You’re gonna miss it”

Max: “Oh, please tell me something i 

dont know.”

(In the house max living room. 

00.43.01)

This taboo words to identified as types 

profinity, because Goddamn an oath 

expressing anger, suprise, etc. In this 

dialogue max very upset with someone 

call in Tuesday night.

c. Vulgarity

 

Vulgarity is a word or expression that 

mentions sexual anatomy and excretory 

function in a rough manner.

Data 2

Jordan: “She was the one my cock in 

her mouth in the Ferari.”

This taboo words to identified as types 

vulgar, because cock is penis. In this 

dialogue Jordan sex activiety with 

naomi in car.

Data 3 

Jordan:: “So put you dick back in your 

pants.”

(In the Jordan house. 00.02.31)

This taboo words to identified as types 

vulgar, because dick is penis. It also 

also an insulting thing to call someone 

you don't like, especially a boy or man. 

In the dialogue Jordan said 
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Data 9

Mark Hanna: “First of all, you gotta 

stay relaxed.”

Jordan: “Yeah.’

Mark Hanna: “Do you jerk off ?”

Jordan: “What do... do I jerk off, yeah 

I jerk off... yeah.”

(In the lounge. 00.11.19)

This taboo words to identified as types 

vulgar, because, in this dialogue the 

charters said do you jerk off to Jordan, 

which the meaning is mastrubation.

Data 14

Jordan: “50%?”

Dwayne: “Yup ”

Jordan:  “And so if I sell a stock at $ 

10.000 my commissions is $ 5.000 

buck? ”

Dwayne: “If you sell $ 10.000 worth of 

this stock, I will personality give you 

blowjob for free and I hope 

happenes.”

(In the Dwayne office. 00.19. 32)

This taboo words to identified as types 

vulgar, because in this dialogue the 

characters said blowjob is meaning 

oral simulation of  the penis.

Data 15

Donnie: “You know one of these 

assholes fuck my cousin, so you know, 

I used the cousin thing.”

(In the bar. 00.24.41)

This taboo words to identified as types 

vulgar, because in this dialogue donnie 

said assholes is meaning a person’s 

anus.

d. Obscenity

     Obscenity can be defined as the 

expressions that are prohibited from 

public use since the words that 

categorized into obscenity involve 

repulsion to the sense, abhorrent, 

impolite and detestable to morality.

Data 5

Jordan: “You can save the fucking 

money spotted owl with the money.”

(In the Jordan office room. 00.05.07)

This taboo words to identify as types 

obscenity, because in this dialogue 

Jordan said fucking is meaning sexual 

activity.

Data 12

Jordan: “My first shitty day as broken 

within a month, L.F. Rothschild, an 

institute since 1899, closed its doors. 
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Wall street had swallowed me up and 

shit me back out again.”

(In the L.F. Rothschild office. 

00.15.41)

This taboo words to identify as types 

obscenity, because in this dialogue 

Jordan said shit is meaning an 

exclamation of disgust, anger, or 

annoyance.

Data 20

Jordan: “We pitch ‘em’ Disney, 

AT&T, IBM, blue chips stocks 

exclusively. Companies these people 

know. One we’ve suckered them in we 

unload the dog-shit.”

These taboo words to identify as types 

obscenity, because in this dialogue 

Jordan said dog-shit is meaning 

obscene words for unacceptable 

behavior.

Most Common Taboo Words The 

Wolf Wall Of Street

     In part, the writers will show the 

types of taboo words that most used in 

each dialogues of character in The 

Wall Wolf Of Street movie Directed by 

Martin Scorsese. The making this table 

based on the taboo words that found in 

the movie. 

No Types Quantity

1 Epithets 7

2 Profanity 6

3 Vulgarity 10

4 Obscenity 11

D. CONCLUSION, 

IMPLICATION AND 

RECOMENDATION

Based on the analysis above, the 

writers found that there are 34 taboo 

words uttered by the character in The 

Wolf of Wall Street movie. The 

characters in the movie shows uses 

taboo words in both formal and 

informal setting which can be 

interpreted that they used as part of 

their daily communication. The writers 

are going to conclude the result of 

analyzing taboo words in The Wolf 

Wall Of Street movie directed by 

Martin Scorsese. The results are as 

follow:

First after analyzing the taboo 

words in The Wolf Wall Of Street  in 

movie, the writers found thirty four 

taboo words used by characters. There 

are banned topics and banned term 

writer discussed in previously section. 

The meaning of each taboo words 
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based on the context of dialogue and 

by whom the characters speak. It 

means one taboo word could have two 

different meaning, for example the 

word fucking hookers has two 

different meaning, and they are 

excellent or admirable person and a 

desired person.

Second the types of taboo words 

can be classified into four types 

including Epithets, Profanity, 

Vulgarity, and Obscenity.

Third the data findings types are: 

Epithets 7, Profanity 6 Vulgarity 10 

and Obscenity 11. It can be concluded 

that Obscenity is the most common 

taboo words used by the characters in 

The Wolf of Wall Street movie.

      For the readers who read this study 

the writers wish that it can help and 

give inspiration in doing next study i.e. 

in analyzing taboo words. Analyzing 

taboo words through movie is not too 

easy that is why the writers have to 

find the movie that uses many taboo 

words. Besides, the writers have to pay 

attention the different between slang 

and taboo words because some of 

slang words almost same with taboo 

words that is why in doing analyzing, 

the writers need taboo dictionary.

In analyzing taboo words, the 

writers should have more chance and 

opportunity to observe this cultural 

phenomenon in order to add the 

reference about taboo words. This 

study also expected to give additional 

knowledge about taboo words that 

should not be used in daily 

communication because it’s not 

acceptable in our society yet. This 

research only focuses on analyzing 

taboo words uttered by the character in 

The Wolf of Wall Street  movie. There 

are other problems such as gender, 

motives, and also a social status that 

may influence the use of taboo words 

which can be observed by the next 

writers who are interested in taboo 

words. Moreover, other researchers 

can use other movies as the data 

related to those problems which are 

also worth analyzing.

REFERENCES

Afrilia, F. (2016). an Analysis of Using 
Taboo Words in the 
Fastand Furious Series 6 
Movie an Analysis of 
Using Taboo Words  in the 
Fastand Furious Series 6 
Movie, 3(1), 1–12.

Hashemian, M. (2014). Rendering 
Strategies in 
Culture-Specific Items : 
Taboo Expressions in IRIB 



Maulani Pangestu, Hanhan Rahmawatie, Arif Hidayat, Baiatun Nisa. (2020). Taboo Words in The 
Wolf Of Wall Street Movie Directed by Martin Scorsese.
Jurnal Bahasa Asing , Vol (…) Bulan 20xx, ppx-y

’ s Dubbed Hollywood 
Movies, 2(7), 184–185.

Inggris, P. B. (n.d.). A Sociolinguistic 
Analysis of Taboo Words 
in The Wolf of Wall Street 
Movie, 2017, 1–18.

Magasic, M. (2015). The In-class 
Movie Theatre : How to 
Use Streaming Video in 
the L2 Classroom, 12–16.

Michael, T., & Ph, D. (2017). 
Unveiling the Taboo of 
Sexual Intercourse in the 
Beulah Yoruba / English 
Bilingual Parallel Bible, 
10(1), 308–324.

Putra, O. P., & Inggris, B. (2016). 
PROGRESSIVE VOL XI. 
No. 2 September 2016, 
XI(2), 31–40.

Trimastuti, W. (2017). AN 
ANALYSIS OF SLANG 
WORDS USED IN 
SOCIAL MEDIA Wahyu 
Trimastuti Politeknik Piksi 
Ganesha Bandung. Jurnal 
Dimensi Pendidikan Dan 
Pembelajaran, 5(2), 
64–68.

Wardhaugh. (2013). Sociolinguistics. 
Journal of Chemical 
Information and Modeling  
(Vol. 53). 
https://doi.org/10.1017/CB

O9781107415324.004

Anggita, F. N. (2015). A 
Sociolinguistic Analysis of 
Taboo Words in Bad 
Teacher Movies, 62–69.


